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antibiotic
bacteria



A
 drug that stops bacteria from

 
grow

ing and reproducing, often that 
is used to treat infections.
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contaminate
crude oil 



To add som
ething that does not 

belong w
ith som

ething else, such  
as dirt in food.
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 decomposition
ecosystem 

services



The breaking dow
n of dead 

organism
s into their chem

ical  
and m

ineral parts.

Pr
oc

es
se

s 
th

at
 ta

ke
 p

la
ce

 in
 n

at
ur

e,
 

su
ch

 a
s 

po
llin

at
io

n,
 th

at
 s

up
po

rt 
or

 
pr

od
uc

e 
th

in
gs

 th
at

 h
el

p 
su

st
ai

n 
hu

m
an

 li
fe

, e
co

no
m

ie
s,

 a
nd

 c
ul

tu
re

s.



CALIFORNIA EDUCATION AND THE ENVIRONMENT INITIATIVE  I  Unit 4.3.d.  I  Microorganisms and the Human World  I  Word Wall Cards Printed on post-consumer recycled paper
CALIFORNIA EDUCATION AND THE ENVIRONMENT INITIATIVE I Unit 4.3.d. I Microorganisms and the Human World I Word Wall CardsPrinted on post-consumer recycled paper

fermentation
fungus
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A
 process in w

hich sugar is broken 
dow

n and used by m
icroorganism

s.
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microorganism
oil spill 



A
 very sm

all organism
 that  

can be seen only w
ith the aid  

of a m
icroscope. 
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penicillin
organism
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A
 living thing, such as a plant,  

anim
al, or other life form

, that  
can grow

 and reproduce.
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vegetable oil 
yeast
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